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SECRETARIES’ REPORT, 


The usual general meetings were held throughout the year: 


The Annual Meeting: on February 
(Mr, Leonard C. Wharton), 
The Spring Meeting on May qth at 
(Lecturer: Dr. M, Denby), and 
Vhe Autumn Meeting on Nove 
tarer: Prom ave Gordon). 
Much interest had been aroused 1 


leonard ©, Wharton's Paper in February. Unfortunately, 


the weather at that time was so exceptionally inclement that 
1 prevented many from attending, 


In the matter of attend 
also was disappointing: ; 
Paper proved of sue! 


roth in Leeds (Lecturer + | 
Market Weighton 
mber goth in Leeds (Lec- 


y the announcement of Mr. 


ance, the meeting at Market Weighton 

the more so because Dr, M. Denby’s 
h particular interest. The hope, however, 
Was expressed, and generally approved, that Dr, Denby would 
repeat his lecture, at an carly opportunity, at one of the York- 
Shire universities, where it might be possible for more people 
to hear him. 

Perhaps, in this particular, the Autumn Meeting may be 
considered to have heen the most successful of the year; for 
in spite of conflicting rival attractions at the University, the 
altendance numbered 28, as against 23 in February and 
in May. 

Professor E. V 
in Yorkshire,’ 


WS) 
. Gordon’s masterly Paper on “The Vikings 
provoked so lively a discussion, that the lecturer 
was almost involved in a second Paper, answering questions. 

Only one Council meeting was held during the year (Novy- 
ember gth), but the Annual Meeting in February had practically 
set things in train for the year; and such general business 
as had arisen since that date had been transacted as it arose, 
by the smaller committees, who were mecting rather frequently. 

The Joint Sub-Committee appointed to deal with the prepar- 
ation of texts for recording in dialect, met five times... February 
2nd, February 16th, March 16th, November gth, and November 
goth. On March 16th, this Committee, on the motion of 
Mr. Halliday, seconded by Dr. Rowe, agreed to appoint a 
Special Sub-Committee, more especially to examine the pro- 
verbs collected, and to check the vowel sounds provided by 
the same, by Mr. G. H. Cowling’s list. 

This Committee met on April 2oth and June ast. 
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The report of the work done by these Committ 
perhaps be more satisfactorily dealt with after the Meetiner 
of the Joint Sub-Committee on February Ist next ; When, ay 
it is hoped, very definite progress will be recorded, ; 

It is only necessary here to say that the total 
subscriptions received to date is £64 17s. od. 

During the year, the Society has lost five meme 

Mr. W,. Beelett, Breast, SheMeld, 
Rev, J. W. Hind, Culling worth, 
Mr. 1%. Middleton, Sheliield, 
Mr. Robert Powell, Birkenshaw, Bradford, 
Mr. 1. M. Js, Welby, Spalding, Lines, 
Pour members withdrew : 
The Most Hon. the Marquis of Zevland, 
Mr. H. P. Brufton, Crookes, Sheffield, 
Mr. I. J. Newboult, Bradford, 
Mr. G. M. Smales, Ossett ; 
and five new members were elected : 
Mr. C. J. If. Atkinson, Solicitor. Bir “f : 
in-Wharfedale. ‘ » Birchg.an Mh Burley. 
Mr. Oliver D. Atkinson, Solici lor, Birche-, 
in- Wharfedale, we Birchgarth, Burley. 
Mrs. G. Binnall, Manton Rectory, Kirton 1; 
Mr. LL. Sherwood Selle, .2, Weslot shaq ea 
iS See K, oe 85, Glebe Road, Crookes, — : 

After paying for the Publication of “Transactions,” for tu 
working expenses of the Society in general, and for the Tee 
ing expenses of the Dialect-recording Scheme, the Honorary 
Treasurer’s statement at the end of the financial year, Decem 
318t, 1929, shows a balance of £19 135, Ue 


eee ls HL ALLISON, 


The Annual Meeting of the So ety was held in the 
Anderson Tall, ioe (by the Coie, we 
Saturday, January 25th, at B poi, Ne S pas ice, 
Hardwicke had very kindly consented to take | 
the absence of both President and Chai 
The Most Hon, the Lord Mayor of Yo 
intention of being present, but he, too 
attending at the last mome 
had been received from Mi 
Messrs, I’. Bland, F. 
Malliday, and W, Day Met 

The minutes of the last - 
confirmed, and, on the — 


ees may 


AMount ol 


ts by death ; 


a 


¥ 
‘ 


sand appreetation ta the Tat, Serre and 
ie els aaa a onload aie) wianiteitids eee, 
Aneel ihe Velial Hiisitvess OF Tit meeting Wile eriew hal 
! y 
rately proceedor! With) oye 
i the reading and adoption ot ie fan, Herratury'a 
rial Report and fnavetal etatenent, 
os ‘rhe vlection of The Vieestrealdenta ip hlae ¢ (fe 
addition of MK J. Varper's naine (oy tle et, 
» The reeleetion of the Cotinell. 
as Confirmation of the eleetlon of the Jatat Mou, Seep i 
arve Treasurer, Mis 1 Atala Iydle “ntl Mr, Oliver h 
Atkinson . 
§ Reeelvetion of the dltortal Seeretary, Mi W, i 
VHatliday, Js 
6  Reseleetion of the auditor, Mr 1 16 Knowles, 
Mi duly proposed, seconded, and adopted, 
: y pro} 


Refore introducing he lecturer, a word of eordtal 
was voiced by the Chaitman to Dr, Colliiyre for hia eo 
in allowing the Society the use of the ‘Tempest Anderson 

After the great efforts made Me Mr Weult A tring 
meeting to the direct notice of the penaral. title 
written and sent out no less than 966. personal 8 On. 
subject), the audience was distinctly disappoln 
Exclusive of lecturer and Chatemany there 
Persons present. But the audience made 
for its small numbers, and listened to Mi 
Paper on “The Dialects of Northunmberta 
interest and attention, as was well proy 
discussion which followed, 

Diversity of opinion was expressed 
as opposed to the value, of recor 
otherwise) in phonetic script. As to 
there could be no two opinions, i 
spelling, can only show one furthie, 

rata 


ih 


subject to variety of interp: 
can the infinite shades and 
consonant, be accurately 
The Society appeared | 
on the one hand, seienti 
future use} on the ot! 
dialects among 3 v 
script would be unintelligible, 
lecturer, | the Chatrman ands 
N meeting to 
, TYDE , 


Tlon Sa yi 


THE YEAR'S WORK. 


By W, J. Harripay. 


The scheme for making gramophone records of the Yorkshire 
Dialect has made notable progress during the past year. 
After many discussions, a text was agreed upon which we 
have pleasure in printing for the benefit of our members. The 
text, as will be seen, is divided into three parts. The first 
consists of pithy sayings and proverbs, the second of a story 
told in prose, and the third is a dialogue which forms part 
of a scene in a short play written by one of our former mem- 
bers, Mr. John Metcalfe. Considerations of space prevent 
the publication, verbatim, of Part iii., but the reference js 
given so that members may read it in full. 


As it was intended that the records should have permanent 
value for future students of dialect, great attention was paid 
to the proper distribution of vowel sounds. A\s far as possible, 
the many and various dialectal vowel forms were catered for. 
A further difficulty was encountered in the attempt to preserve, 
along with these special sounds, the distinctive idiom and 
intonation peculiar to the various dialects. It would be im- 
possible to produce a text that would satisfy completely all 
these conditions, but the one that is here reproduced, represents 
a serious attempt to achieve as perfect a product as was in 
the circumstances possible. The Committee wishes it to be 
understood that every latitude will be given to the recorders 
themselves in the actual speaking of the text, consistent, of 
course, with the aim we have in view. 


The text is as follows :— 


Part I. 


PROVERBS, SAYINGS, ETC. 


1. The proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
Over much of a thing is good for nothing. 


3. It is a good horse that never stumbles, and a good wile 
that never grumbles, 


to 
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). A rolling stone gathers no moss, 
§. Faint heart never won falr lady. 
6. New brooms sweep clean, 

7 \ wool seller knows a wool buyer, 
8 When the wind's in the east, it's neither food for man 
nor beast, 
9. A fool and his money are soon parted. 

10. A workman that's ashamed of his smoec 

proud of his trade, 
tr. A nagging man makes a nallering wife. 
There’s only one thing you can be sure of, and that is 
death and rent day. 
13. A man that's so 


k is no longer 


busy that he never plays does a great 

deal of work that never amounts to anything. 

T4. Sam that piggin up off o't’grund. 

15. Them as hes nowt is nowt ; 
hey hed summat. 

16. It’s only a little cottage 

Standing at Four Lane End. 

Hes tivver ugeed a poke up a stee til thi riz warked 2 

18. He com thru t’snecket, went tl 
dahn t’ginnel. 


if they'd been owt they'd 


hru t'stee-oyle, and ran 


19. He addles as mich brass as me, but he lakes moast o° 
t’wartas, 

20. Come your way in and make yourself at home, 

21. You can lead a horse to the trough, but you can’t make 
him drink. 


22. It’s worse than | thought it was. 


Part II. 


Tur Car any THE Mousr. 


There was once a mouse that had its hole near a great vat 
in a brewery. It was full of liquor in a general way, and one 
day the little mouse chanced to fall in and was ike to he 
drowned. ‘‘See,’’ said the mouse to itself, “‘what must I do? 
The sides are so slippery and steep, I doubt I shall never get 
home any more: I’m afraid I shall have to go round and 
round until I’m drowned.” But after a bit a cat pops its 
head over the top of the vat, and she looks at the mouse 
and said, “What will you give me if I get you out of the 
vat?” ““Why,”’ says the mouse, ‘you shall haye me.” “Very 
well,”” says the cat, and so she hangs herself down on the 
inside. The mouse yery soon ran up the cat's back, and 


an 


jumped right from the top of the vat into its hole, 
cat after it. But the mouse was too sharp, and fax) 
the hole, and then turned round and started to laugh at the 
cat, The cat was almost wild at that, and shouts Outs “Didn't 
you say that if I got you out of the vat, I should have you 9» 
“Yes, but,’? says the mouse, ‘“‘folle will say anything when they 
are in drink.” ) 


With the 
t first into 


PART ITT 
+ SOL; MO GENIOM IIE 
(Transactions of the eID Soe Part VI., 


1904.) 
There have been several unsolicited offers to undertake tl 
0 Ps ; rtal 
actual recording, Chere is every Ne 


indication th 
tvices of s 
to undertake the wor 
hampered at every turn by lack of funds. 
appeals, Press assistance, and all the publ 
broadeast, we have at the moment rather le 


have no difficulty in securing the se 


at we shall 
ent and enthusiastic 


peakers, compet- 
kx, Put we are 
In Spite of written 
leity of a wireless 


kU 4 Ss than £60, 7 
minimum cost for the making of one record js Vee (iy ane 
so that unless our members and the general sie ich 


our aid, there is little hope of ¢ 
The county has been mapped ou 


tricts, each with its special and peculiar features, and no f 
scheme for recording would be complete which omitted even 
one of the areas. SLAW © require at least £600. The work we 
have undertaken 1S pioneer work. It has the blessing of a 
score ol learned societies, and the imprimatur of two Univers- 
ities; it has, in fact, almost everything except the means to 
carry on, Are there not, even in these depressed days, five 
hundred patriotic Yorkshiremen who are willing to back their 
patriotism to the tune of £1 each? The dialect is disappear- 
Ing at a rate that is hardly realised. Mechanical transport 
and wireless are making the countryside an adjunct of the 
town. The trend of events is there whether we deplore it 
or not, and with this de-ruralising of our Villages and dales, 
Standardisation of speech is rapidly becoming an accomplished 
fact. If the work of recording i$ not done now, the oppor- 
tunity will be gone for ever. May we appeal in all earnestness 
for help to carry through our scheme? 


Mr. I. A. Hyde, M.A., has now taken over the duties 
of Honorary Secretary and Treasurer in succession _to Miss 
Allison, Mr, Hyde's record as an interpreter of Yorkshire 
Dialect is too well known to need recapitulation die 
As writer and lecturer, he has done much to pene nS 
Strengthen interest in Yorkshire and its dialects, an 


| the Public rally (g 
arrying the scheme through 
gh. 


t into twenty-five dialect dis. 
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is richer by his enrolment as Secretary, Mr, Waigrh 

baa’ | f vy copies of his “Glossary of the Huddersfield 

ine sul : pe He is anxious to dispose of these ag soon 

Dialect RRs ‘ie reduced price of 6/+, of 6/6 post free from 
POsst t 


hor, 13, Wormald Street, Almondbury, Huddersfield, 
oa : ungS all our members who have not bought a copy 
Vite (nceneatlngs and Valuable work lo do so at once, and 
show their practical interest in our dialect by seeing that the 
author is involved in as little finaneial loss a8 possible? Mr. 
Orton has kindly Mlowed us to publish the lecture w 
delivered at York. His work at Upsala, 
castle, where he is conducting a 
the dialect of Northumberland, 


hich he 
and now at New- 
scientific investigation into 
will commend his lecture to 
our members. Thanks are again due to Mrs. Doroth Una 
Ratcliffe and Mrs. Binnall for permission to Print original 
poems. 

Finally, it is our melancholy duty ton 
one who was, not only the Founder 
inspiration sand chief! counsellor for 
death of Professor Joseph Wright, dialect has lost its richest 
advocate and most devoted exponent, Others have dwelt, with 
loyalty and affection, on the romance of his life and work. To 


us there remains the hallowed memory of a great scholar, a 
great Yorkshireman, and 


efer to the Passing of 
of our Society, but its 
sO many years. In the 


a never-failing friend, Professor 
Wright retained his interest in our work to the end, and 
one of the 1 


ast communications with which 
contained ripe and invaluable advice on 
Recording scheme. To Mrs, Wright, 
husband’s enthusiasm and loyalties, we o 
Meanwhile, 


he favoured us 
our Gramophone 
who shared all her 


fer our condolences, 
in our humble way, we shall endeavour to keep 
bright the torch which he has handed on. hat is the most 
fitting tribute we can pay to his memory 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO GRAMOPHONE RECORDING \unp, 
1928. 


‘ Ae said 

I. Austin Tiyclel 2ec penne ene anne mm 
A. W. Wihitleya) ann 
Society of Yorkshiremen in Lincoln (per 

Rev. H. Lee) ies 
Messrs. Gaunt and Ashton 
I, Wightman 
J. Hanson Green 
1X. Wo] S ones 
L, H,. Allison a 
IDieerlfe I8h, IONE tan oon 
Ay, Harper) 2g) Gree re amt ae eT) 


KeHH OOOH 
o-cCOomNO 
Fe) (2) fe} eo) (oy fo) fe) >) 
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Subscriptions to Gramophone Recording Fund (Continued). 
Society of Yorkshiremen in Vancouver (5 


dollars) 019 9g 
Charles E. Fox x @ ©) 
I. A. Brotherton ... 2 2 6) 
Yorkshire Society of Torquay ‘and District Lk @ 
Anonymous (through H. Bruff) © 10 0 
T. Rheeder* segue Os © 
George Hughes* xk 
Judge Chapman* : Bi Bo 
“A Yorkshireman in London’ cea i of © 
£26 12 9 


*In response to President's appeal in the ‘Times.”’ 


th 


1929. 
Byrom ine WKoyayanel Gas oy oe 
Mrs. Pawson 
Prof. Jessop ... 

D. A. Rowland 

Hudson Earle 

Rev. G. Robinson ... 

H. Drummond a 

NE Ca hem GorGisie: 
Prof. Bower* Bh 
Mrs. FF. W. Elwell* 

H. M. Bower* E 500 
Sir W. H. A. Worsley ... 
Dr. J. Wright 

Ci Atiisin'sony sa, 
Oliver Atkinson 


te 
r=) 
rm 
OK OKO COOK OO} 15 


= 
MEG ERAGE Oats aistaee pr ty 
= = 


“ = 
oo sc 
SEONLORO OOO EG TOTO (OSV O'O 10) GOO LG (Ono ‘= 


o 
N. L. Hood n (0) 
J. B. Willans © 10 
R. Charles Ford @. § 
Miss Yorke ... 5 0 
Samuel Whitley i 
Woo? age 010 0 
Prof, E. V. Gordon ... . Ge) 
Corporation of Middlesbrough if 1) -<) 
W. J. Halliday z ie 3 & 
64 10 3 
Interest: (20) 9) eee 
£04 17 9 
~~ —_ — aii a i ae 


List of the Members of the 
Joint Sub-Committee representing the Yorkshire 
/ Universities and the Yorkshire Dialect Society, 
appointed to deal with the preparation of texts 
for recording in dialect : 


: 
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Representing Sheflield University. 


Leeds University. 
Hull University College 


” 


Varks. Dialect Socicty. 


” 


Prof. J. D. Jones. 

Prof. B. Ivor Evans. 

Prof. Lascelles Abercrombie. 

Prof, I. V. Gordon, 

Principal Morgan. 

Prof. Vines. 

Dr. J. Hambley Rowe 

(Chairman of Council). 

Messrs. Glover Alexander, 

Harold Brufl, 

M. Frankland, 

Rev. G. Hanson Green, 

W. J. Halliday, 

Prof. G. C. Moore Smith, 

David Abercrombie, 

Miss AY De Scott, 

Miss L. H. Allison, 

The Honorary Secretary (I. 
Austin Hyde), and 

Prof. Daniel Jones (in an 
advisory capacity). 


By Harorp Orton, 
Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
It is, I believe, more than a 
learned Society listened to a lecture on the dialects {N 
umberland. I refer to the Paper delivered by R Of North. 
at your annual mecting in this city on October ; : Teslop 
7 


quarter of q Century since 


Some of those present this 
read, perhaps were even 


Ver i" 
Present on that eed 
hear, Heslop’s illuminatin 


r s 8 «and scholar] tre to 
subject, and will therefore find it somewhat diffeclent of his 
the shortcomings you will inevitably detect in 2 Overlook 
of the same topic. 


my brie 
But you will be kind en Y ues Se 
grant a young student a large 


An evening newspaper of some re 
recently printed a Jong, entertaining 
musician on Northumbrian ye 

a head-line which, in hu xé block capitale AGL 
“The Best Dialect in Pagunes we yaa 
whose love of the vernacular English used Over their broad 
acres is recognised as a fact throughout the leng paar 
of the Jand, whose enthusiasm h 

the only county Dialect Socicty in ¢ 
consider this claim to be 
However, the temerity of 
ible to you when I explait ‘Spaper js ished 
Newari and that at this parti To the ernest 
only been in existence little more than three 
article was obviously a ‘‘stunt’? 


attempts made by the Paper to secure the confidence and affec- 
tion of the local population, Still, those who have heard 
these Northumbrian dialects will probably agree with me 


that there is something fascinating in them, that there is 


something in their vocalism which is decidedly Bienes the 
car, The unusual Sentence-melodies, the very musica rises. 
and falls that are such a feature of Nor humbrian speech, 
are frequently the delight of the nat ae of other regions, includ- 


as 2 the North-cast 
article by a welfi 
Macular, {hj 4 A oe 


} months. The 
+ It was only one of the many 


4 =¥ 
in i i 


Li 


ing myself, but at the same time thelr de spair, beeause they 
are so intricate as almost to defy successful imitation, \wain, 
the true Northambrian seems but rarely to open his mouth at 
all wide. There is, perhaps as a consequence of this, a melodi- 
ous soltness about the specch: there is no rasp, no harshness 
and no discord. Further the nasal articulation whieh charac. 
terises so many of the dialects of South-eastern England, and 
which many people find irritating and ugly, is totally absent 
in the Border County. Such remarks as these might suggest 
that Northumbrian dialect would be eminently suitable for 
lullabies and for settings to soft music. Nevertheless, the 
occurrence of a large number of diphthongs, as, for example 
[is, eo, ja, iu, ua and yo], clearly provides innumerable 
difficulties for composers. ! 

The mere mention of Northumbrian dialect studies recalls to 
many people the memory of the late R. O. Heslop, whose 
comprehensive “‘Glossary of Northumberland Words,’’ pub- 
lished by the English Dialect Society in 1896 is a monument 
of learning and industry. There can be but few local words 
not duly recorded in that great work. I thought I had spotted 
an omission the other day in the shape of the word [krut] 
“to convalesce.’’ But no! It is given in Heslop’s book. It 
is a very interesting word and, according to the English 
Dialect Dictionary, found only in Northumberland. A related 


word [kriutl] with the same sense is found in South-west 
Yorkshire, but nowhere else. 


The first to attempt a scientific study of Provincial English 
was A. J. Ellis. The results of his investigation were pub- 
lished in 1889 in Volume V. of his colossal book, entitled 
“Early English Pronunciation.’? With the help of numerous 
correspondenits—in the main members of the clergy—Ellis suc- 


‘The diphthongs concerned occur for example, in the follow- 
ing words :— 

[io] (=high-front-tense considerably lowered + mid-flat-tense) in 
name and look, e.g., at Newbrough (near Hexham), where 
M.E. a and 6 are now levelled in pronunciation. 

[ia] (=high-front-tense + mid-flat-slack lowered, retracted and 
slightly rounded) in dear, here. 

[i2]_ (=[i]+ mid-flat-slack-round) in boot, look, took (e.g. at 
Neweastle Blyth, etc.). 

[iu] (=[i]+ high-back-tense-round) in blue, new. 

eo| (=muid-front-tense +[o]) in arm, bairn. 

al (=high-back-tense-round considerably advanced + mid-flat- 

slack) in coat, hole. ' 

[uo] (=high-back-tense-round considerably lowered + [o]) in be- 

fore, born, 
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ceeded jin exhibiting some of the 


characteristic Phonolo.; 
| . vate 
features of most of the dialeetal forms of the mother-tor nut 
employed in Great Britain. Jt y Rue 


WAS A Magnificent 
ihe investigations were carried out in this Way, 
he tells us, 10 “educated people who did not 
naturally’? a list of almost a thousand words, 
“dialeet test’? comprising seven sentences 


ignifiecant words, Both the lists and the test WETE to fye ros 

aloud by genuine dialect speakers, and their Pronunej; pene 
were to be taken down by Jéllis's co-operators. By this "aCe 
information from 1,145 places and from 814 persons we 
assembled, and subsequently recorded Phoneticaily and Was 
fematised by Jélis himself, Occasionally he was” abl te 
interview locally one or two speakers, Ween ft) 


’ and thus secure ¢.. 
hand information, We went to Hexham, © first. 


Achievement, 
He sent Out, 
speak dialees 
along with » 
full of Philolocieatty 


ie and twice yiey., 
Neweastle, once in ’76 and again three years Jater, Sima 
with revard to North Shields, Rothbury, Snitter, and One 
worth, his information is direct, ark. 


Nevertheless, 

shortness of hig in 
his work jn Nort 
interesting 
a hundred ye 
varieties of pronuneiation, 

a resident of an unnamed vill 
Wark, Jt rung: ‘7 


points out that, owing to the 
was nol entirely satisfied with 
Ilis quotes, by the way, an 
specially concocted aout 
certain local 


he definitel 
lerviews, he 
humberland, 
Sentence that ww. 
ars ago to 
t It was made u 
age just north of Birtl 


8, and it 
Ww), and my feet balled (with aoe 


ah! it was cold,’” 
vowel-sour 


es nd in calves 

This might be either a 
round or an wnroiunded vowel, The same dissimilarities ma 
he observed to-day. In the Redesdale district, as also in South- 
east Northumberland, the sentence would appear something 
like this: [a went to sala Bo kéiz, an it snzid an it blad, an 
mo fit bfid, on ¢/ it whiz kfd|, But note the differences between 
this version and that whieh might be heard in the valley of 
the North Tyne. This would run; [a went tg sao 69 kz, an 
it sndd, on it bldd, an ma fit b&d, on i it waz k6d).1 


———————— 


"The underementioned phonetic symbols may he explained 
here. 


la] =the low-front-slack retracted. 
\6| =the uvular frieative: it is often called ‘the Northum- 
brian burr” (ef, below p. 21), 


|5| =the sound of the th in this, that, ete. 
f 


{S| =mid-front-tense with inner rounding, slightly lowered and 
retracted, 


> 


17 
The successor to Ellis in the Northumbrian field was Heslop, 
who, as we have mentioned, devoted himself to the study of 
vocabulary. Then, in 1898, your greatly distinguished Viee- 
President, Dr. Joseph Wright, began to publish his remarkable 
“English Dialect Dictionary,” the last part of which was 
issued in 1905 and contained an account of the sound-systeme 
and accidence of the principal varieties of dialectal English, 
including Northumberland. His information in respect of phon- 
ology was obtained through the medium of regional corre- 
spondents—in the case of South-East Northumberland, from 
Heslop. He also acknowledges the very valuable aid he received 
from the work of Ellis. So much for the published scientific 
works on Northumbrian English. 


There is, by the way, a fair amount of literature written 
in local dialect. The fact that the various writers use the 
ordinary spelling renders their works comparatively useless 
for students of phonology, and especially so in the case of 
those students who are unfamiliar with the locality and are 
unable to listen to an actual reading by a native. I do not 
propose to discuss how essential it is to use phonetic symbols 
for recording dialect because here, at any rate, there will be 
general agreement upon this point. One cannot help feeling 
more than sorry for foreign students of provincial English 
when they are invited to read into spellings like buke, buik, 
buyk, bewk, and buyk for the word book, such widely different 
pronunciations as [bjak, biuk, bitk], and so on.? 

Unhappily, we have no special monographs dealing scientific- 
ally with the phonology of the dialects of small limited areas 
in Northumberland, no work, based on direct local researches, 
describing in detail the sounds of any one of the Northumbrian 
vernaculars. Yorkshire is more fortunate. Three of the dis- 
sertations of the kind that have hitherto been written—there 
is almost a score of them—are concerned with Yorkshire. The 
importance of such studies carried out locally by trained 
specialists in intimate contact with native speakers, cannot 
be too greatly emphasised. Those who have made such 
investigations are rarely, if at all, inclined to believe that 
any other method of work can be satisfactory, or again to 
trust implicitly the results of indirect exploration. It is no 
easy task to identify, analyse, and describe correctly a vowel- 
sound. How can one expect, then, an untrained individual, 
no matter how enthusiastic, to distinguish between, or again 
to describe on paper with tolerable accuracy, such closely 
related diphthongs as [ja, ja, io], or again [ei, <i, ei]), or 
fei, ai, ai] or even between the vowel-sounds in [sat, sat] 


‘For the explanation of the symbols, see footnote Page 15. 


8 
f 
| and [sal$>]. ' All of these sounds occur, to my knowledge, 
Fr Northumberland. Where slight differences may have the 
very greatest significance, slipshod identifications and inae. 
| vane 


curate analyses of the sounds of a dialec 
the historian of the languag 


tare hound to 1 
which there is no escape. 


€ into a bog of difficulties from 
It seems to me not at all Unlikely 
—although perhaps | ought not to say so—that One of the 
cruxes of Northern dialectal historical Phonology ultimately 
depends for its existence solely upon the faulty wore of ioe 
fi informants.' : 


and 


€ or two of th 
brian dialects, I may 
these vernaculars have deteriorat 
It would be incorre 


© main 


am variet} 
ave Contributed to the dines 
too well known to 

is Education : 
ol compulsory has no qd 
old folk-speech. 
stry, with 
In the county of Du 


death-knell of the 


the growth of indu 
: tions. 


‘li]=high-front-tense lowered ; [>|=mid-flat-tense 3 [al= 
m.fl.s. ; [a]=m.fl.s. round ; [e|=m.f.s raised ; Fiamie - 
lel=m.f.s. retracted ; fel=iis. ; {al=Lfis, retracted ; lal 
1 =l.f.s. still further retracted ; [@J=1.-b.s. 

‘IT refer to the independent devel 
| blood, boot) and Fr. & (as in flute), 
to be levelled in 


Pronunciation under the diphthong [iu] in 
South Northumberland and North Durham 


(citeea Wright, 
i; “English Dialect Grammar,”’ §§ 162, 221). Turther, a very 
tH interesting theory of change has bee i 
qualitative identity of these two so 
: ects. However, I am f : é 
1] ulars of the counties concerned M.E. 5, has passed into {iu}. 
The second element of 


opments of M.R. 5; 


} (as in 
which sounds are 


xy 


‘ih Jess than a hundred inhabitants in 1801 added thousands 
ba: ‘belt populations in the course of the nineteenth century.” 
to 2 


This rapid rise is to be ascribed, no doubt, to the expansion 
f the coal-mining industry. This, we know, was responsible 
Poe bringing into the county large numbers of workmen, 
accompanied by their families, from Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 
Yorkshire and Lancashire, as well as from the Midlands.! 
The same sort of thing also occurred in the coal-mining dis- 
tricts of South-East Northumberland ; for example, it is 
recorded that in 1865 more than four hundred men, the 
majority of whom were tin miners from Cornwall, arrived 
with their wives and children at Cramlington in the capacity 
of strike-brealers, and only one hundred of these men did 
not settle there permanently.” That the presence of these 
imported workmen could ‘have had no appreciable influence on 
the local dialects is scarcely credible. Then, again, there is 
the influence of newspapers and books, and more latterly that 
of broadcasting. Further, there are the enormously increased 


2Compare, for example, the figures for certain villages— 
all of them being within an area of four square miles—in the 
coal-mining district centring upon Bishop Auckland (South 
Durham). It may be added that the current dialect of this 
small area would appear, according to my own investigations, 
to have travelled very far along the path of disruption. Some 
of the vowel-sounds are most certainly of non-local origin. 


1801. 1851. 19ol, 
Byers Green) = 77 1,025 2,333 
Coundon MP cc. 163 1,073 3,801 
Coundon Grange ... 25 585 1,740 
Middlestone ... ... 78 451 1,789 
Newfield) =e amecee 11 1,016 1,043 
Old Park BEG, 000 20 26 873 
Westertom 327 ais 56 210 480 
Wihitworth) er 112 659 6,318 


The above figures are taken from the “Victoria History of 
the County of Durham,’”” Vol. 2 pp. 263 ff. 

‘Compare in this connection \Vielbourne, “The Miners’ 
Unions of Northumberland and Durham,’’ Cambridge, 1923) 
Pp. 39, 74. The same authority points out (Page 200) that 
fifty years ago “it was a common saying’ that prosperity would 
not return to the North until every Scotsman went home bear- 
ing two Irishmen on his back.” 

2See Fynes’ “The Miners of Northumberland and Durham,” 
Sunderland, 1923 (first published 1873), Page 2535 % also 
Welbourne, id., Page 129, 
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facilities for intercommunication, even he (ween the 


districts! no longer are our country 4 
amenities of their villares and hamlet 
permanently at home. 


Opulations satich 
S and conte 


Much of what passes to-day as dialect js not genuine 
at all, although often and again jt js extremely 
differentiate between what is indigenous and what 
absorbed from without. Let me illustrate the 
Northumberland to-day, the word bone, as often 
pronounced [bon], occasionally [ban], and nose 
or [négz]. Such pronunciations are sufficient] 
responding forms in the Standard La 
venient term, as to be classed as dial 
constitute a very definite ch 
umbrian. 


dial c 
difficult t. 
has been 
Point, In 
as not, 
May )e 
Y unlike sae 
nguage, to use. CF 
dialect, They do, 
f _ Characteristic of Present-day yy 
Nevertheless, it is more than very likely Hes 
are comparatively recent adaptations of loan-forms ee a 
ard English, for the historical] Pronunciati 1 >tand. 
come down direct through the 
(bien, bien, bjen) and (nuaz) 
example of the jreplacement 


disguised loan-forms from Standard English is the oon by 
the nowadays rarely used [beod, peod] “bird thie mg of 
[bd] and [psd] respectively. A few examples fr aay. 
Durham may be cited here. 


ais 
{ndz| 


Speakers of vernacular English in th 
habitually call a board a [bed], and ford is [feed] 
>([timen]. These pronunciati Q 
one the impression that th 
this district. 2 


S Green 
to-morrow 
gh to give 


e there of the pr 
‘d, viz. [buad, fu 
nticity or otherwis 


that might reasonably be expecte 
In order to ascertain the authe 
dialectal pronunciation, it is essential fo 
parisons with the cognate forms in th 
well as to be on familiar terms with the h 


‘[ia]=the high 


-front-tense lowered considerably +1o 
slack raised, 


w-front- 

*[5|=the low-buck-tense-round. [4] is a cacuminal or in- 
verted consonant, the tip of the tongue being curled upwards 
towards the hard palate. The point consonants [t] and [n] 
are similarly modified in the combinations +t and rm. Inverted 
[d, t, n] are also found in the present-day dialect of Lorton 
(Cumberland), cf. Brilioth, ‘A Grammar of the Dialect of 
Lorton,’? Oxford 1913, §§ 38, 40, 53. 


* [@] is the low-front-slack-round-long retracted. 
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rorhaps the most distinctive feature 
+ iets the “burr,” about whieh 

; ~ sine’ remarks to make in your ! 
apes 1903). The “burr” is the te 
Dew nclatlen of the letter r he 
Punt and in parts of North D 


ol our ‘ort A 
: Wimb ri; 
Heslop had ft 


He Md some ver 
lransactions’* (Pt, v. 
'M applied to the 

ard in the greater p 


’ 
Curious 


\ pi _ North Durham, Heslop nutes arene 
reference to it in Defoe s ‘Your Through the Whole Isle , 
Great Britain,” and the quotation might Well See 
Heal Jt nuns cee 


i be renente. 
must not quit Northumbert peated 
remarking that the N 0 


Bee |S : and witho 
C Natives vofaithiss Count ’, Of the ontiang 

original Race or Families, are distinguished by a Shibbotett 

upon their tongues in Pronouncing: the letter R fe 


t Imperf. WWharle,” and 
5: k at Imperfection becaus 
\ntiquity of their Blood.” ecause, 


_ as analysed by Ellis (“Early English Pronunej 
ation,’ Pt VW, Pages 641-644), “consists in allowing the uvula 
—in place of the tip of the tongue, as in Lowland Scoteh— 
to ‘flap’ quickly by the Passage of the vocalised OY unvocalised 
breath, thus making the rapid beats or interruptions which 
give rise to the sensation of tril].» Professor Wright, in his 
“English Dialect Grammar (§ 259), states that the sound is 
formed by the trilling of the uvula against the back of the 
tongue. Heslop, however, disagrees with this definition: he 
considers that the burr cannot be described as a “trill” yp 
is a vibration,” he says, “produced chiefly by a Compression 
of the tonsils.” Although the meaning of this Statement is 
to me, none too clear, I am inclined to believe that Heslop’s 
rejection of the ‘trill theory” is quite justifiable. Speakers 
from the south of Northumberland with whom I have talked 
do not normally trill their ps, The usual sound seems to he 
formed by raising the 


; © root of the tongue towards the uvula 
and then forcing voiced breath through the narrowed air- 


passage. It is a uvular fricative, and occurs, for example, in 
[maBa] “‘work-mate,” [bo6a] “borrow” and [va¥a] “very,” 


“The buch 


‘According’ to Jespersen, 
Pt. I., Heidelberg, 1922, § 


“A Modern English Grammar,” 
used by the inhabitants of 


13.46, a uvular trill was formerly 


Carleton, Leicester. Tt may also 
be mentioned that this same uyular or back trill is ‘‘rather 
{frequently met with in the North-East of Scotland,” though 
only sporadically, and therefore it cannot ‘ be regarded as 4 
peculiarity of the dialect” (cf. Mutschmann, ‘'\ Phonology o 
the North-Eastern Scotch Dialect,”” Bonn, 1909, P. 17): 


the ge 
j j 


fa dies 


ciation differs, of COUFKC, COM Nas 

fandard Enptieh, jn which the sine 

ed ac ae almost fo loch the Hdvadnee 

palate 1 behind the upper teeth, The burr i 
es of 1 ( particular area, A tNoat ilies Senaet 

Those who wish, yet are unable, ty Pronounce une 

eed nol despair: the trilled VArGlY Of {hp a: 
fed to that of yargling, Or 4 j nd 


. F again, try 
e growl of a dog, English phone 
trill extremely 


Sf a chain, in frigt 


Indeed, onc 
© has found the tvular 
npanied by the rattle 
beygars and hawkers, 


Y © imitate 
Lician admit» 
useful, When 
Mening, away 
Other features noted by Heslop, 
his “Glossary of 

ude the following. The tendenc 
letter h, so common in other 
except ifn unaceented words, 


Introduction to 


and duly recorded jn 
Northumberja 


Y to skip the sound of the 
Ahusee England, ig NOt found 
US the native spe. a (hie 
‘house,’ an individual may be [kani hini| ee i S [his 
person, never a [kant ini] 48 in some Parts of Durham, inf 
larly, one hears |hwats (oF) dein | “what are you done 
[hwiyz be gann| where are yOu going,’ ayhich, is (hwits] 
whip is [hwup|, whistle is [hwusl|, ctc., the point Heings eat 
the h of the spelling wh is, in popular lerminology fully Be 
nounced not omitted ag in the dialects further south “athe l 
has normally disappeared jn words like bullz, shoulder « Fit 
holt; and in old and cold; which occur 4s [bilk, suds i Oot 
bant| and [Ad, KAd)) although in the region of Hexham ‘old 
and cold oceur in the forms [6d] and [kéd |. Old and cold may 
also be wuld and [icaruld), Pronunciations of a type that 
occurs all over the North of Ingland, They are, I believe 
mercly dialectal modifications of loan-forms from carly Stand: 
ard Lenelish.! 


the 
nd Words," 


Again one never hears in the count 
oS the definite article. Thus the carl is [69 keot], not 
[tkeat|.2 But Weslop's illustrations of this same feature may 
be repeated here with advantage. ‘The phrase “Up the hill, 
down the hollow, through the wood,’ is in Northumberland 


y the reduced form [t| 


au)l=thelow-front-slack-round retracted +h.b.tr, Note 
Jurther that the Northumbrian short [| is considerably retract 
ed and somewhat lowered, 7 

“Sefore consonants, this [t] is not a plosive; the eae 
between the point of the tongue and the alveolars is not ¢ 
solved until the following consonant [Ik| is uttered, 
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. 
3 


ic iv . Ms ’ ’ doun 
prou rwud], which might be heard mM South Durha < 
, hire, Cumberland, and W estmoreland, oun, 
ll , 
* rence to the pronunciation of the 
Refere 


consonant 
yade in connection with the peculiarities of ott aan fe 
articulation in the Standard Language of Tin final > : 
ven and betore another consonant (@.g,\ in hole, hold) foe: 
ae very definite raising of the back of the tongue ; ' 

w hick) Ib tid Northumberland, however, We Thee 
positions, a “thin” 1, that is tO say the utterance of th 
goes not require any hollowing: of the Surface of the 


of the strong Se 
e Northumbrian, 


= 
va 
Pe 


Brief mention may be made 
element in. the’ vocabulary of th 
Mawers invests ae pa the local Place-names h 
that there was possib y only one extensiy. yeaa 
a ae county, namely, in the Rothbury district, ng Settlement 
Norse loan-forms do not Prove colonisation by SG ee 
These words have very probably bee asa re Fe 
contact with dialects of more Scandinavian fans ae of 
Thus we may assume that ‘i nea 9 aon 
either from Yorkshire, the old D y emanate 


andinayian 
Professor 
as shown 


words of Scandinavi igi 


ghten, 


OT See wae see “putrid,” [isk 

a ; Lewy , ee [mak] + [mék] Trains ues 
“wicker basket, Steg] “gander,” [sk ik) “aps mr! 
Vv. “empiyam gee  [skrettc] shriek,” [tim 


The announcement, some time a 
to secure gramophone record 
naturally received in the phil 


go, that this 


ological world with o j 
satisfaction. May I be permitted to add my Eee ae 
ulations to those that the Society will already have festa 
and to offer my good wishes for the success of so important 
an undertaking? In view of the Society i 


“A ‘thin’? or “clear’’ [I] occurs in Standard English before 


high- and mid-front vowels (e-g., in lit, let). 


* See Mawer, “The Place-names of Northumberland and 
Durham,’’ Cambridge, 1920, Pp, xix-xxii. 


ys 


: own Feeeption ty the flees 
Renwick, Professor of Laglich st te 
‘ terevted Nerthumbriang Whe 
Namen wevnses wut at Montes to Gover (he 
in 1 expensns of the explorations 
The princ’p dims of the St rvey are, br'efly the clas<ifi ation 
1 a varvetios of dialect, the study of their hist 


vOry + and 
the collection « ords Das. 
material is 


hat it wil] 


) large number of gramophove rec 
‘ting the different varieties of speech. All the t 
' r oxited in the College Library, in the hope ¢ 
ind use to future generations of dial 

we the business of taking the actual record j 
we bebeve, essential in the interests 

Ll a certamn 


cord is begun, i 
of historical phe 
amount of preliminary investigation be Carr 


rs Irrred 

out with a view to ascertaining how much ot the Presenteday 

vernacular is genuinely native to the particular regions, Jy 
wrk by one of our leading English Philolog 


cad as tollows: ‘‘They (i.e, our provincial di 
to-day as the normal means of verbal commu 
thousands of our countrymen, sadly battere 
it is true, and considerably modified by St 
still preserving much that is strange in y 
a4 lew genuine traces of their ane 
In view of such an opinion— 


ists, one m 
alects) flourish 
hication Amony 
d and Mutilated 
andard English, but 
1 ocabulary, and ¥en 
tent phonological character, 4 


and the truth of it is Corroborated 
by our researches in Northumberland and Durhan 


. ‘ Nn, aS also by 
those of the professional dialectologists—progress with caution 
ought to be the order of the day. The Provincial English ot 
the twentieth century requires careful silting if one Wishes to 
jay bare the traditional features of a particular regional dialect, 
Accordingly, it is the intention to ensure, before the material 


is actually dictated for permanent record, that our speakers 
shall use forms of pronunciations that are, historically, genu- 
inely representative of the districts to which they. belong. And 
again, if there are any phonological inconsistencies in the nar- 
ration of the speaker, we shall be in a Position, as a result of 
our previous explorations, to detect and duly register them, 
These preliminary investigations are now being carried out, 


The material to be dictated will, of course, require careful 
selection, It was a great advantage to me personally to be 
present at one of your committee mectings a year ago, and to 
listen to your deliberations upon this same problem, In many 
respects, our proposed records will, I believe, be rather similar 


to yours. We shall include a number of words in illustration 


ay 


* See H. C. Wyld, ‘*A Short History of English," third 
edition, London, 1927, § 209. a 


( the historical 
over DS, similes, and 
‘ vis aps two. « 
‘ Ppible and of dia! ec! 
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the t every a 
to reproduce in 


1 fear that 
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CELTIC SURVIVALS IN THE H 


AW 
DISTRICT. ORTH 


Byacleale Jupson, B.A, 


: They extenl of the Craven district as given jn Don 
Book appears to have been rather Indefinite. In ; B= 
includes Cuillingworth ; by 1379 (Poll T ea 
clifle Wapentake, which seems to cor io © : 
extent as in name, reaches only to Haworth which j = a 
Morley Wapentake as a part of Bradford. Manor an ane 
“Haworth in Craven’? appears in a Will of 1431 (i leh 
Turner’s ‘‘Haworth”’). 3 Sea 


Mercian” deneet ent Of he noetein 220 ee 

: , Dury, Oldfield, 
Laycock, and Aden. Immediately north of these we find the 
line separating the ‘‘thou art’? and the “thou is’? aie 
on the west are the moors and Lancashire. There is, iiharaeline ‘ 
a corner area here, a borderland, the meeting of two connec 
two wapentakes, two dia'ects of Northumbrian and Mercian, 
an area which seems to make Celtic survival possible, andl 
where some names suggest Celtic occupation even when Eng. 
lish in origin. a 


Haworth docs not occur in Domesday Book, for Hagen- 


eworde is evidently. Hainworth and FE rth appears us 
Aldewrpa as late as the end of the twelfth | j 


enclosure’? may have been h 
William in 1070 when he - 
to this, however, is that it w 
former name as Cullingworth 
the fact that they arp saan Dome 
is not this objection if Maw 

British settlement. Tl 


— i 
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ms to suggest that the British often evacuated districts 
ceems 94ss 2 
snich were being hemmed in. 


Oldfield, on the opposite site of the valley, seems to be a 
‘milar example. It still locally possesses the article which 
a pet in the Bradford Manor Court Rolls of the fourteenth 
s atury, where Adam del Oldfeld shows that th’ Ovzwfeld is 
a survival. 


The word Old- when appearing in a place-name is suggestive 
of some ante-English settlement. Of some fifty or sixty of 
such names in England, over a third are known to possess 
British, Roman or earlier remains, such as are found in 
Aldborough. In addition, there are others like Oldham, where 
such remains are not found, but which are found on the line 
of an old Roman road. 


Stanbury, again, seems to correspond to similar names where 


pre-English remains are found, as at Staines, Enstone in 
Oxfordshire, Stamford, etc. Also, Professor Mawer has 
pointed out, that in the North Riding, -bury is equivalent to 
-easter of other districts. It does not seem unreasonable to 
suggest that this might apply to Craven as well as to the 
North Riding. 

Laycock has been given various origins, Norse, Anglian, 
and hybrid Latin-Anglian, none of which seems to be uni- 
versally accepted. If one may bring forward another, the 


British ““Leacach’’ (a hill-side) fits in well, for the ascent to 
Laycock up the “‘Gamscar’’ is a very steep road. 


Aden, which lies on the road between Laycock and Cowling, 
is a district possessing no “‘dene.’? The road passing through 
it runs along the top of a hill, a kind of semi-circular ridge. 
The British “‘“Aodann”’ (the brow of a hill) would fit. Some 
local historian says the Romans had a station of horse here, 
which is by no means improbable, as there is a good view 


from it of both the Aire Valley on one side and a valley 
leading to Keighley on the other. 


The above suggestions are offered tentatively and rather 
as giving mutual support than as being individually strong. 


+ ere 


By Dorotny Una Ratcuirre. 


Aye, Parson died at cock-leet. Didn’t you know? 
Maist sudden-like it wur, It’s a girt blow 

To lose him at his years. He wur moor-bred, 
Sich an upstandin’ man. We’ve allus said 
We'd miss him terrible in Yorla Ghyll, 

But theer—as he would say—it is t’Lord’s will. 
He niver wur a man of mony words, 

But he liked ‘horses an’ he fair luved birds 

Aw lile childer. When he wur bed-fast 

He talked a deal of birds he’d seen in t’past. 


His windows had no curtains so he could 

Watch ’em ja-flyin’ in an’ oot of t'wood ; 

I’d leave his door wide oppen so I’d hear 

If he should ax for owt ; an’ Aa! my dear, 

He'd chat to ’em like bairns as they wur winging 
Around his chamber. How he luved their singing ! 
Yance, I bethink, he closed his eyes an’ muttered, 
“Listen! Yon cuckoo did not sing, he stuttered ; 
Marry! I wonder wheer the woodcock goes 


When he leaves Yorla . . strange that no one knows.” 


An’ then he whispered wiv a sudden smile, 
“Those kingfishers are back by Yorla stile ; 

It is the snipes’ tail-feathers make that drumming 
Sound in the darkening. Night already coming.” 


Later, he babbled, a far look in his face, 

An’ in atween short rests he spoke apace, 
Telling how he had found a plover nest 

Wiv eight eggs in it beyant Lost Man’s Crest. 
He wur awanting then, I knew, for sure 

—No gowden ployer’s cletch holds more nor four— 
Aa! how he rambled on of his bairn laikingss, 
Of bessy-duckers*, ruddocks an’ lapwings, 

An’ cushatst courtin’ in his bygone Springs. 


*Water ousels, +Ring-doves. 
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seems to suggest that the British often evacuated districts 
which were being lremmed in. 


Olificld, on the opposite site of the valley, seems to be a 
Similar cxample. It still locally possesses the article which 
it had in the Bradford Manor Court Rolls of the fourteenth 
century, where Adam del Oldfeld shows that th’ Ovofeld is 
a survival. 

The word Old- when appearing in a place-name is suggestive 
of some ante-English settlement. Of some fifty or sixty of 
such names in [:ngland, over a third are known to possess 
British, Roman or earlier remains, such as are found in 
Aldborough. In addition, there are others like Oldham, where 

uch remains are not found, but which are found on the line 
Roman road. 

‘again, seems to correspond to similar names where 
‘mains are found, as at Staines, Enstone in 
Stamford, ete. Also, Professor Mawer has 
in the North Riding, -bury is equivalent to 
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THE MOORLAND PARSON, 


By Dorotiy Una Rarcuirrr, 


Aye, Parson died at cock-leet. 
Maist sudden-like it wur. 
To lose him at his years. He wur Moor-bred 
Sich an upstandin’ man. We've allus said ” 
\Ve'd miss him terrible in Yorla Ghyll, 

But theer—as he would say—it js t Lord's wit) 
He niver wur a man of mony words, ‘i 
But he liked ‘horses an’ 


- Didn't you Know? 
It's a girt blow 


he fair luved birds 
An’ lile childer. When he wur bed-fast 


Ne talked a deal of birds he’d seen in t’past 


His windows had no curtains so he could 

Watch ’em ja-flyin’ in an’ oot of t’wood ; 
I'd leave his door wide oppen so I’d hear 

If he should ax for owt; an’ Aa! my dear 
He'd chat to ’em like bairns as the i 
Around his chamber. How he luve 


Yance, I bethink, he closed his eyes an’ muttered 
“Listen! Yon cuckoo did not Sing, he Stuttered 2° 
Marry ! I wonder wheer the woodcock goes : 
When he leaves Yorla . . Strange that no on 
An’ then he whispered wiv a sudden smile, 

“Those kingfishers are back by Yorla Stile ; 
It is the snipes’ tail-feathers make th 
Sound in the darkening. 


y wur winging 
d their Singing | 


© knows,” 


} at drumming 
Night already coming.” 
Later, he babbled, a far lool in his face, 

An’ in atween short rests he spoke apace, 
Telling how he had found a plover nest 

Wiv eight eggs in it beyant Lost Man’s Crest, 
He wur awanting then, I knew, for sure 

—No gowden plover’s cletch holds more nor four— 
Aa! how he rambled on of his bairn laikings, 
Of bessy-duckers*, ruddocks an’ lapwings, 

An’ cushatst courtin’ in his bygone Springs. 


*Water ousels. +Ring-doves. 
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OOR AWD SPOT, 


By GrRALDINE Bryyatt, 


1 We've lived theer thotty year, 
Ye mun believe or not, 

‘Tis t’bonniest plaace as ivver was 

Is oor awd spot. oe 

She’s prood on ’t t’missis is, 
And doan’t I ketch it hot 
When I goes traapsin’ mud aboot 
Iv oor awd spot. 


T’ garden’s allus gaay, 
Dafhies, forget-me-not, 
Lad’s luv, roses, and all that theer. 
Roond oor awd spot. 2 


Childer? Aye, we’ve hed ten ; 
Still livin’? All the lot ; 

T’ little ’uns, they was t’ life an? joy 
Ov oor awd spot. 


It hots us, though, to think 
Oor eldest, leyke as not, 
‘Ull talk’ a weyfe as willna’ bide 

Iv oor awd spot. 


Ye've getten nowt to dae 
| To-neet? I tell ye wot, 
Just come wi’ me and hey a 
| Roond oor awd spot! 


Phd ewe eee ~ 
By Geraupine Biynau. 


Noa, Ab ain't been fe 

But nowt jreal seri 

Just sort 0’ trailif 
(Thoo'll be lafin’ a 

So Ah offs tv doeto 

Tit’ new chap yon 
IIe mun get on * 


» 
Teeeval scholard is Aye, and six foot three, 
But thoo'll nivver what he say 
“Ye mun skip ivvery ter yer | 
“Tt's t? best thing 
“Skip?” T bellers, 
“Why, fowls u ; ‘7 
“But ye mun, he Says, “vo mun, 


Ah claps . 4 and Ah rans mi y dy 

“TVs 1 dal ent as ivver Ah Knowed, 

And me filty- fall! Abn be ble 
Hi Ah doan't weigh thoteen stun} 

Why, t walls "ull bummie in, leykke as 1 

IT Nh starts joompin’ in oor awd sp 

But Ah mun, lad, aye, Al mun 
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PRAYER FOR A DALE VILLAGE, 


A 


seserearsens 
By Dororny Una Rarcuires, 


God, gic this village luvely peace, 
\n’ to its owd Tolls gradely case, 
‘Vo ithers, wark an’ sustenance 

Wi time enow for song an’ dance 5 a: 
Grant ‘at its childer, if they roam, 
Do nowt to bring shame on their home, 
A\n’, if they prosper, bid ‘em coom baelk 
An’ gie a hand to them at lack 5 
Teach all to luve Vhee bidoot fear, 
O Thou, Who holdest each one dear. 


By Dorotuy Una Raverirre, 
y 


I may not call thee ‘“Sweelheart,”’ 
“My ain,” ‘My dearest dear,” 
Nor “‘Darlin’”’ nor ‘‘Beloved,’’ 
Lest ither follk might hear ; 
An’ even “‘Luve’s’’ forbidden, 
Wiv all sweet words ‘at woo— 
Then, may I, when thi folk are nich, 
Call thee ““Dhoo” ? 


Aa! there’s a vast of meaning 
In that short simple word, 

It’s as sad’ as t’wind in t’rushes, 
It’s blithe as t’lilt of a bird ; 

It holds a threat of kisses 
Yo ony courtin’ two— 

Then, may I, when thi follx are nigh, 
Call thee ‘‘Thoo’’? 
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